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2. — Syntax of the Latin Language, chiefly from the German of 
C. G. Zumpt. By Charles Beck, Professor of Latin in 
Harvard University. Second Edition. Boston : James 
Munroe & Co. 1844. 12mo. pp. 200. 

We are very glad to see, that this excellent and philosophical 
treatise on the syntax of the Latin language has passed to a 
second edition. As it was not noticed in our pages when first 
published, we avail ourselves of this late occasion to draw the 
attention of our readers to it, and to pay a just tribute to its mer- 
its. Though modestly stated on the title-page to be taken chiefly 
from the German of Zumpt, it is so much enlarged and improved, 
and so admirably adapted to the wants of the English student, 
that it might well claim to be an original work, — so far, that is, 
as any complete work on a fixed topic which has been studied 
for centuries, like the Latin language, can be said to be original. 
Yet we commend the good taste shown by this modest announce- 
ment, which is in striking contrast with the arrogant ignorance 
of too many pretenders to scholarship in this country, who boldly 
stand forward as the authors of works on philosophical or classi- 
cal subjects, which they have filched, either piecemeal or entire, 
from some European repository of learning. 

The high reputation of Dr. Beck has been well earned by the 
care and precision with which he has finished every work that 
has appeared under his name. He applies the file to his books 
with a degree of dexterity and exactness, that might be inferred 
from the neatness and idiomatic finish of his English style, 
which preserves not a trace of his German origin and education. 
This patient and thorough elaboration is very necessary in treat- 
ing of Latin syntax, as the genius of the language requires so 
many subtile distinctions to be caught and expressed, and as very 
slight shades of meaning are indicated by differences of gram- 
matical construction. We would refer the student of this little 
book to the chapter which treats of the subjunctive mood, for 
numerous illustrations of this remark. To remove the ambigu- 
ity or doubt which might still remain for the younger pupil, 
each principle is illustrated by a copious selection of examples, 
the analysis of which will afford a key to every difficulty. The 
division and arrangement of topics proceed on a simple and 
clear method, so that, especially with the aid of a very complete 
index subjoined to the work, one is at no loss to find a rule ap- 
plicable to every case. The final section, on the use of the 
particles, embracing a very succinct account of some of the 
most troublesome peculiarities of the language, appears to us to 
be admirably executed. 
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A word of praise is due to the admirable mechanical execu- 
tion of the book, the type and paper being unexceptionable, and 
the pages being very free from those troublesome eye-sores, 
typographical errors. The work ought to be introduced into 
every college inthe country, as an indispensable aid for the at- 
tainment of that full and accurate knowledge of the Latin clas- 
sics, which is the only sound basis of a liberal education. It is 
one of the long series of text-books given to the public of late 
years by the professors at Harvard, the excellent qualities of 
which are now generally acknowledged. We look with confi- 
dence for still more valuable contributions to the cause of learn- 
ing and sound s.holarship from the same source. 



3. — Letters of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, to Sir Horace 
Mann, his Britannic Majesty's Resident at the Court of 
Florence, from. 1760 to 1785. Now first published from 
the original MSS. Concluding Series. Philadelphia : 
Lea & Blanchard. 1844. 2 vols. 8vo. 

The writings and character of Horace Walpole have been ex- 
amined at considerable length in this Journal. The publication 
of the volumes now before us, from the original manuscripts, 
completes the series. These volumes form a body of letters, to 
which it would be difficult to find a parallel in any other litera- 
ture. They record, in a polished, agreeable, and witty style, 
the incidents of the passing moment, together with the chit- 
chat and gossip of society, and the keen and satirical obser- 
vations of the author, who stood by more as a spectator than as 
an actor in the scenes he describes. The first volume embraces 
the letters from 1760 to 1776 ; the second volume extends to 
1786, the date given on the title-page being incorrect. Of 
course, the series covers the most important events in the reign 
of George the Third ; and it is very curious and interesting to 
read the commentaries of a man like Walpole on the events 
which have such important bearings on the history of the United 
States. Among the most interesting historical passages is, for 
example, the last administration of the elder Pitt, he having just 
been elevated to the peerage as the Earl of Chatham. The let- 
ters written in 1775 are full of the troubles with America, and 
the reader cannot fail of being struck with the sagacity of the 
writer's views, the soundness of his judgment, and the truth of 
his predictions. The principal events in the course of the war 



